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LEADERSHIP MESSAGE
Naomi van Veen | President

Hi and welcome to the July Quarterly Report and my very last President 's Message. We are 4 days out of 
the start of the very first online AGM ever. I am super excited for all of you to experience the AGM in a 
different way, although at the same time it 's sad we won?t personally meet in Toronto. Being in one 
room with chiropractic students from New Zealand to the US west coast and everywhere in between is 
something magical that I hope everyone that?s present this year will experience next year in Wales, UK! 

Converting the AGM to a digital one really challenged the Board and Team of Officials. I would just like 
to put a quick word out of appreciation for all the people that have contributed to making this happen. 
We brainstormed many plans for this event. Thinking about how to execute them all we realized we 
needed to focus our attention to the most important aspects of the AGM. The AGM will be mostly about 
the proposals and elections, as these are essential for the next term of this organization. We also have 
super super exciting speakers presentations lined up for you that I?m excited to watch with you! It?s 
going to be a great event and I can?t wait to meet and connect with you all digitally!

I developed a great love for this organization and it has been an incredible pleasure to be involved for 
six years and serve on the BoD for 3 years. I am super grateful for all the people I?ve met and the 
lessons I?ve learned. I?ve said this before and will say it again: if every leader in the chiropractic 
profession would be a WCCS alumni, the profession would be way more united and ahead of what it is 
now. I am looking forward to having a mentoring role next year as immediate past president, and to see 
how the organization continues to grow future chiropractic leaders.

Please keep making a change and never get comfortable,

Dr.  Naomi van Veen

President

World Congress of Chiropract ic Students

president@wccsworldwide.org



Dr. Jordanne Buote | Director of Finance

WHO EXECUTIVE 
BOARD MEETING 146 
REPORT



WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING (EB) 146
The World Health Organizat ion (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations that is concerned with internat ional public 
health, established in 1948, with 194 member states. The Execut ive Board (EB) meeting is a meeting of 34 technically qualified 
members (member states) to decide the agenda and resolut ions that will be addressed at the World Health Assembly (WHA). 
The WHA is an annual meeting of the member states (countries that are a member of the WHO) to discuss and approve the 
global health agenda for the coming year.  They are the decision-making body of the WHO whose role is primarily to determine 
and oversee the policies of the organizat ion.  The WHA comprises the agenda, technical briefings, and official side events for 
both member states and NSAs to attend during the week. The EB meeting is observed by non-board member states, non-state 
actors (NGOs, corporat ions, private financial inst itut ions, and other individual groups), and press. WCCS, along with other 
student and early career health and social care professionals, attend the EB and WHA to promote Interprofessional Educat ion, 
brainstorm implementable strategies to init iate movement on global health goals, and part icipate in intersectoral collaborat ion 
for best societal health outcomes. 

MEETING NOTES
Day 1: February 3rd, 2020

- Director General?s Report 
- Engagement with non-state actors

Day 2: February 4th, 2020

- Engagement with Non-state actors (con?t)
- Member states recognize posit ive side of interact ing with NSAs
- EB146-35 recommendation 1,4,6 0 FENSA (Framework for Engagement with Non State Actors)
- Partnership between NSA and WHO can only be realized if we work towards the framework
- Budget issues for implementat ions of FENSA ? especially for the Africas 
- Argent ina:  Since adopted in may 2016 framework of engagement with NSAs through FENSA. Challenges: lack of 

comprehensible act ionable strategy for implementat ion of framework, increase communicat ion to member states.  
Recognize that FENSA has been a success and thank them for the evaluat ion 

- Sudan: need for better integrat ion and engagement of NSAs. Comparat ive advantage of each and every partner.  This is 
a key prerequisite of the WHO transformation agenda. Due diligence and risk assessment areas, FENSA, change 
management knowledge skills for implementat ion, culture of consistent implementat ion, respectful engagement of 
NSAs

- US: Wish to highlight important of registry for NSAs, usable tool for member states. It  should have data on NSAs in 
official relat ions, as well as all others that WHO has been engaging with. Establishing partnerships that can best impact 
shared object ives.

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE (PHC)

Primary health care: emphasis on support ing health systems 

- PHC is cornerstone of UHC
- Argent ina: Depending too heavily on technologies, evidence is hospital centred opposed to community centred with an 

emphasis on the biological factors of disease opposed to the mental and social factors. Operat ional framework of 
Primary health care ? 14 mechanisms  

- WMA: implementat ion of PHC... mult idisciplinary approach.  At a systems level. They want it  to be physician led



- IPSF: crit ical challenge st ill ? polit ical will of different governments st ill have. Calls for polit ical will, good government, 
implementat ion of health systems, recognit ion of pharmacists, community. Calls for roll of youth in these decisions. 

- IFMSA: strengthening PHC in all health systems, sustainable investments, polit ical will, and mult idisciplinary 
approach. Saddened to see that youth has not been included in the framework.  Include the health work force of the 
future in order to achieve health for all

Day 3, February 5th, 2020

Primary Health Care Continued 

- Women?s economic equality- Australia 
- Foreign policy in global health 
- IFMSA: UCH committed to support ing UHC 2030 movement. Health equity remains a huge obstacle. Health available, 

sustainable and affordable.  Health is a fundamental human right. Essent ial that UHC packages are tailored to fit  
cultural and ethical standards of each region.  A youth role in this implementat ion process is cornerstone to proper 
role out and long-term success. 

- Programme of work 7.2: Polit ical Declarat ion of the third high-level meeting of the prevent ion and control of 
non-communicable diseases

Side event: Health Promotion

Notes

- 40% of global GDP would be needed for NCDs
- Very important that we?re looking at what makes us healthy, keeps us healthy, and prevents disease. This is largely 

decisions that are in other sectors (major industries?  sugar, tobacco, all money making)

What do we do here in WHO? Did a lot  to re-establish a health promotion department. 

- For the first  t ime we need a global strategy for health promotion so that member states have that to fall back on
- Global strategy to be developed this year to bring it  to the WHA 2021- very ambit ious goal... he wants this strategy to 

developed with you and not for you (addressing youth)
- It?s going to be discussed regionally, and with other NGOs and independent inst itut ions
- Technology has changed the way we do things?  instant grat ificat ion and innovat ion cycles.  They used to take 20 

years, now they take 5.  That your computer now is fully different than it  was 5 years ago?  now they?re saying its only 
going to take 3 years. Looking at how we can use technology to achieve our goals

- We?re going to have a 10th global conference of Health promotion. In Dubai, well-being and innovat ion is the theme. 
- Wants to see how innovat ion can be used for all of us to be healthier

(Notes Cont)

- WHO has been quite successful with the sett ings approach. Looking at cit ies as the sett ings. Addressing major 
challenges that cit ies are facing (ie, density, air pollut ion)

- Well-being is a better measure for development than just GDP
- Health promotion strategy needs to adapt and develop the way the innovat ive era has 
- Transformative and transit ional
- Challenge to youth: Prepare our own checklist  for the year, and say how as a student or member of an organizat ion, 

how will I commit myself that WCCS will make a difference with health promotion? . Then, make sure the alliance has 
a chance to check back 

- Creat ing movements. Which type of mobility are we using. Doing real health movements are living it  ourselves?  



buying a new car? No use care share. Diet, considering reduce or balance meat consumption, etc... all the things to 
green movement and reducing NCDs.  3rd, are we looking at the number of chemicals we use every day... hair, make 
up, reducing the use of unnecessary chemicals at home (Like mercury)... energy efficiency ... in the buildings you?re in. 

Health promotion agenda- providing the platform that would recognize youth effort .

Day 4: February 6th, 2020

- Health emergencies and global responses 

Day 5: February 7th, 2020

- Decade of Healthy aging ? proposal made by Chile 
- Increasing number of healthy years- maintaining funct ional ability for increased QOL 
- All about creat ing opportunity for people to do what they like doing
- Common goal: deliver aging policies that contribute to act ive and health lives. Longevity in aging provides 

sustainability for work force

How is the WHO going to do this? Engagement with member states and NSAs, budget, staff, etc. capacity needed 

Main take away points from the week

- NSA status: goals and vision must align and be needed by WHO in order to achieve NSA status.  How are we 
providing them with something they don?t already have?

Dr.  Jordanne Buote

Director of  Finance

World Congress of Chiropract ic Students

finance@wccsworldwide.org



Dr. Fraser McClymont | Director of External Affairs

73RD WORLD HEALTH 
ASSEMBLY REPORT



and support in the face of this crisis. Even if the meaning 
was polit ical in nature, it  highlighted that even at the level 
of countries, unity was key in overcoming adversity.

As the meeting went on, it  became clear that despite the 
fact that the world was all engaged with COVID-19, we 
could not overlook barriers to global health and other 
global health crises that are st ill ongoing. Inequality in 
healthcare, healthcare workforce shortage, infant and 
maternal health, climate change related healthcare 
challenges and mental health to name a few. This was a 
reminder, that as aspiring healthcare professionals and 
young chiropractors, it?s important to not become tunnel 
visioned by the current pandemic, and remember that 
there are members of our own communit ies that st ill 
require our attent ion.

 It  was also interest ing to note that speakers were 
certainly aware of the public?s interest, and took the 
opportunity to discuss more ?flaring? topics of discussion, in 
part icular Taiwan?s current request to be officially 
recognised, along with Ukraines concerns with Russian 
occupied territory and US trade sanct ions against Syria, 
Iran and Cuba during the assemblies ?right to reply?. The 
session came to a close with a resolut ion, put forward by 
Australia, to invest igate the origins of the pandemic. 
Despite init ial resistance from China, they eventually 
joined 137 countries that voted for an independent review. 
The assembly came to a close, with several agenda items 
such as Taiwan?s request to join the WHO remain to be 
resolved unt il later in the year. 

For all delegates, across both WFC and IFMSA 
delegat ions, it  was safe to say that this year?s WHA was 
most unique. While we were unable to direct ly part icipate, 
we were proud to represent the youth of the chiropract ic 
profession, it?s certainly one for the books. 

Dr. Fraser McClymont

Director of External Affairs

World Congress of Chiropract ic Students

externalaffairs@wccsworldwide.org

There is no denying that the 73rd World Health 
Assembly would be one of the most unique in history. The 
global COVID-19 pandemic had put a halt  to any 
internat ional travel, overburdened health systems and left  
doctors, health professionals and members of the public 
around the world searching for answers. Now, more than 
ever, the eyes of the world were on the esteemed World 
Health Organisat ion for guidance, support and answers as 
to how to manage this crisis. The World Health Assembly 
was moved online, and made accessible for the public to 
observe.

Dr Fraser McClymont (CQU-Grad), Dr Jenna Duehr 
(NZCC-Grad), Sarah Hampton (CMCC) and Muhammed 
Yaseen Tagari (UJ) represented the WCCS on the World 
Federat ion of Chiropract ic?s delegat ion (WFC), while Dr. 
Jordanne Buote (CMCC-Grad) and Dr. Lebogang Khesa 
(UJ-Grad) represented the WCCS as part  of the 
Internat ional Federat ion of Medical Students (IFMSA) 
delegat ion. Unlike previous events, where our goal was to 
interact, represent WCCS, and gain opportunit ies for our 
organisat ion and student chiropractors, this year our goal 
was simpler: observe the leaders of global health and 
discuss ways to overcome our mutual threat. We?d like to 
take this opportunity to thank the World Federat ion of 
Chiropract ic and Internat ional Federat ion of Medical 
Students Associat ions for allowing us to part icipate as a 
part  of their delegat ion.

As we sat and listened, we noted how countries around 
the world were individually handling the pandemic, from 
local construct ion of PPE and temporary treatment 
centres, to engagement with industry to adapt 
manufacturing act ivity to construct vent ilators. We also 
observed several countries acknowledge that their own 
health system capacit ies were challenged and pressed in 
the crisis, providing the need to upskill several health 
professionals and bring student doctors and nurses into 
the front line. However, one message stood above the 
others- countries were thanking others for their assistance 

"...we are proud to represent the 
youth of the chiropractic profession"



  COVID19  CHANGES CHIROPRACTIC 
EDUCATION

Dr. Natalie Rosenzweig | Director of Public Relat ions



"IFEC Ivry closed on 13th March 2020 with the 
start  of the general lock-down in France. Within a few 
days, the school set up an online course programme 
with Zoom and we were able to take classes from 
home unt il the end of the term. The midterm and final 
writ ten exams also took place online. In the meantime, 
IFEC worked hard with French authorit ies to find a 
way to reopen the school and the clinic for pract ical 
courses and clinical t rainings. They succeeded and all 
students were able to go back to school as of early 
June to pract ice in small groups (14 students per class 
instead of the usual 40-50) with masks, strict  hygiene 
and flow rules within the building, and reinforced 
safety measures ? including an extensive health 
quest ionnaire to be filled by pat ients ? at the clinic 
where external pat ients come to get adjusted.

At the end of the day, while addit ional health and 
safety measure at the clinic may be a bit  of a hassle for 
chiro students, pract ice lessons in smaller groups is 
actually much more product ive and makes for bigger 
learning opportunit ies than the usual set-up." -Loriane 
Henrioud, Second Year Student at IFEC Ivory

We look towards the future of chiropract ic educat ion 
with hope, and thank all chiropract ic inst itut ions for 
doing their best in making the necessary adaptat ions 
to allow educat ion in chiropract ic to cont inue around 
the globe despite the all of the challenges. We also 
commend all chiropract ic students for their 
perseverance and resilience during these 
unprecedented t imes.

Dr. Natalie Rosenzweig

Director of Public Relat ions

World Congress of Chiropract ic Students

publicrelat ions@wccsworldwide.org

As an organizat ion represent ing students in 
chiropract ic, we have witnessed many changes in  
student learning experience during the 2020 
COVID19 pandemic.  Inst itut ions have adapted their 
curricula to meet public health and safety standards 
so as to prevent the spread of this illness among its 
students and communit ies. Students in various stages 
of their chiropract ic educat ion have moved to 
web-based learning, a definite challenge for a 

profession whose educat ion is largely hands-on for 
curriculum in diagnost ics, pat ient management, and 
treatment. One of the biggest challenges for students 
has been the clinical experience, in which they are 
required to apply their knowledge to a clinical sett ing 
with pat ients. Many schools have shut down their 
student clinics since early March, while others have 
kept them open with new, strict  sanitat ion protocols 
in place. Students have faced setbacks in meeting 
their clinical requirements to graduate, an already 
daunting tasks for many students to accomplish. We 
asked students from our delegat ion to share their 
experiences in the changes that have occurred in their 
inst itut ions due to COVID19, what the challenges 
were, and how the adaptat ions will cont inue to 
change the chiropract ic educat ional experience. One 
member from the Inst itut  Franco-Européen de 
Chiroprat ique (IFEC Ivry-sur-Seine, Paris) shared 
their experiences with us:  

"...strict hygiene and flow rules 
within the building, and 

reinforced safety measures ? 
including an extensive health 
questionnaire to be filled by 

patients "



CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2020 SPRING 

GRADUATES!! 

Online graduat ions just  aren't  the same, but  we see you, we 
are proud of you, and we are celebrat ing you! The future will 
be filled with many rewards and challenges, and we hope the 
experiences you have gained through the WCCS will prove to 

have been a helpful part  of your collegiate experience!



Analysis of Income and Expenditures

A UDIT OR'S REPORT

Due to the 2020 COVID-19 Pandemic, our much awaited, and well organized AGM in Toronto, 
CA hosted by CMCC was canceled. Our Board of Directors decided to pivot  this year's AGM into 

an online event . The event  is held in a private Facebook event  group for registered delegates 
where they will have access to speakers, proposal presentat ions, elect ion campaigns, and BoD 

annual reports. While we are all terribly sad to miss out  on our t ime together in Toronto, there is 
a silver lining. Host ing the AGM online will allow us to reach more students who may otherwise 
not  be able to at tend an AGM. Up to 15 delegates from each registered school can at tend this 

event !
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