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While writing this, I am also doing research for the upcoming WFC/ECU convention in Berlin. 
When WCCS gets asked to speak at events, it usually is about the students view on ? ?  
(something). So, what I have done in presentations this year, is identifying the current and 
upcoming chiropractic student body as the generation Z within chiropractic. 

And reading about generation Z is the most refreshing thing I?ve done in a while. So much 
relatable to the WCCS. It?s the generation where caring about a better world is actually cool 
(way cooler than smoking). The highest percentage ever is vegan, or at least cutting down on 
meat. It?s the generation that strikes school for climate all over the world. Which by the way is 
led by a 15-year old Swedish girl. It?s the generation that cuts massively down on alcohol and 
drugs, as shown by data. And it?s the generation that looks to ?serve, share and impact? 
according to a report on generation Z. (For the non Gen Z?ers that read this, if you need 
convincing, just google ?Teen Ted Talks?).

At the same time, I heard numerous former classmates of chiropractic college have already 
quit their first job or aren?t happy in their current job. Which got me thinking why this was the 
case. I remember in the last half a year of uni, half of the conversations in the common room 
of the student clinic were about finding jobs. And the criteria for people were usually 1. 
Location, 2. Payments, 3. How fast the owner of the clinic predicts that they have a solid 
patient base. In the area that they would like to go to, what percentage would they get paid 
and how fast will the patient base grow. This doesn?t seem to correlate with the characteristics 
of a generation that wants to make an impact.

Then I was reading this book, that gave this (completely not chiropractic related) in my eyes 
best career advice that I have ever heard for people that want to make an impact or a 
difference. There is 1 important overlooked criterium for choosing a job or a company to work 
for: Fast growth. When a company is not growing or slowly growing, there is less to do and 
many people that can do it. When a company is like a speedy rocket, there are never enough 
people to do all the work. Which equals unlimited opportunities. Obviously, this should be into 
a direction that you would like to see the world going. And so, I realized why so many recent 
graduates aren?t liking their job. Cause the question is: have they assessed what the mission 
and vision of the company are? And is it a company that is fast growing?

Having said that though, there?s one downside of researching Generation Z. It?s sad to read 
they are the generation most likely to report mental health problems. It might be a side effect 
of 24/7 available news about world problems such as climate change, gun violence, or sexual 
abuse. It might be the social pressure that comes along with social media or the financial 
pressure they are facing when they enter student life. Or, in a world as it is now and reading 
the characteristics of this generation, it might be the load of the world problems on their 
shoulders. It certainly is a big issue, that has needed and will need massive attention. 

Naomi van Veen
WCCS President
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REGIONAL 
REPORTS
EACH REGIONAL COORDINATOR PROVIDED A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF WHAT THEIR  REGION HAS BEEN UP TO RECENTLY. 

AMERICAS

Earlier this month on March 1-3, 2019, convenor Tiffany Huang and 
the Logan University chapter hosted the America?s Regional Event 
in Chesterfield, MO and it  turned out to be an amazing event. 
Present at the event were both Regional Coordinators (RC) for the 
America?s region: Dafne Mariem Jimenez Perez and Dr. Samantha 
Jordan, Kemmy Rit ter from the Board of Directors, and students 
from seven colleges across the region including: Logan University, 
Palmer Davenport, Palmer Florida, Parker University, Life 
University, Southern California University of Health Sciences, and 
Life College of Chiropract ic West. There were speakers from all 
over the globe the delegates had a chance to hear from in addit ion 
to speak with at the event. One evening, there was a group trip to 
Top Golf in St. Louis where all the delegates met for dinner then got 
to show off their golf skills in some friendly competit ion. Overall, 
Tiffany Huang and Logan University provided an amazing event for 
the delegates and built  up the excitement for the Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) this summer in Brisbane, Australia.

We are very excited that every act ive chapter in the America?s 
region plans to attend AGM this year. This year, we have two 
collaborat ions of chapters present ing proposals which is very 
excit ing to see the regions working together for similar goals. Parker 
University and Palmer Davenport are submitt ing a proposal as well 
as Life University and Logan University. Everyone is cont inuing to 
prepare and fundraise to attend AGM and certainly count ing down 
the days unt il the event.

Since the new year has began, we are cont inuing to pursue our 
?Godfather? program in the America?s to promote the collaborat ion, 
support, and gett ing to know one another from school to school. 
This year, instead of the RC?s pairing the schools, at our first  
regional Skype call, we had the chapters pick a school to pair up with 
unt il AGM. We hope to cont inue to grow these relat ionships and 
promote the delegates to act ively reach out and get to know one 
another a lit t le more than was done at the end of last year.

Dafne Mariem Jiménez Pérez
Samantha Jordan

Americas Regional Coordinators

AFRICA

The African region has been somewhat busy as of late since the 
beginning of the 2019 academic calendar in early February 2019. 
Most efforts have been going into the yearly planning, but some 
fundraising and charity events have already begun. The main focus 
though has been on the African Regional Event (ARE) preparat ions 
which will be hosted at the Durban University of Technology (DUT) 
from the 5th to 7th April 2019.

The convener and DUT chapter chair, Keiron Boosi, has been doing 
a fantast ic job with the preparat ion of the ARE and has been going 
above and beyond to make sure that everything goes accordingly. At 
this point, all the key aspects of the event such as speakers, venue, 
accommodation, transport, budget, catering, etc. have been 
finalised and registrat ion is already underway. The early bird 
registrat ion period has already ended on the 11th of March 2019, 
and we are current ly in the normal registrat ion period unt il the 26th 
of March 2019. The African WCCS alumni and other qualified 
chiropractors have been invited to attend but the event is open to 
all healthcare professionals globally. The event will be happening 
during our first  academic recess to maximise on delegate 
attendance. The DUT chapter has really put in a lot  of work into 
making sure the event is a success and this really comes across in 
everything that they have done thus far. All the information about 
the event is available on their Facebook and Instagram page at 
WCCS DUT chapter. If you require any further information about 
the event or anything else, please do not hesitate to contact the 
DUT chapter on dut@wccsworldwide.org. 

The UJ chapter has been busy with the planning and organisat ion of 
the fundraising and charity events for the year. Two events have 
already occurred being the WCCS Golf Day and the Rise Against 
Hunger food packing init iat ive. The WCCS Golf Day hosted this 
year at the Benoni Country Club on the 13th of March 2019 is a 
yearly fundraising init iat ive that is usually a huge success and as 
expected this year was no different. The event was well planned, 
and all proceedings went accordingly. Everyone who attended the 
event had a lot  of fun and learnt a thing or two about spine care 
along the way as straighten up SA exercises were done at the event. 
The next fundraiser will be another yearly event called Ladies Night 
and will be hosted on the 13th of April 2019. Rise Against Hunger is 
a global food packing and feeding init iat ive that the WCCS UJ 
chapter has gotten involved in this year in the efforts of giving back 
to the community. The chapter volunteered to pack food on the 9th 
of March 2019 along with other volunteers in the Johannesburg 
region and will be doing this on a monthly basis. All fundraisers and 
charity events can be found on their Facebook and Instagram page 
at WCCS UJ chapter. If you require any further information about 
events, charity efforts and/or anything else, please do not hesitate 
to contact the UJ chapter on uj@wccsworldwide.org. 
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All funds raised in all the planned fundraisers will be used to send 
delegates to the WCCS AGM in Brisbane Australia. Both chapters 
have registered for the event and will be sending 3 delegates each. 
Both chapters are current ly looking for sponsorship towards this 
cause as acquiring sponsorship in South Africa is somewhat 
difficult . If you may be interested in providing sponsorship, please 
contact either school or the WCCS African Regional Coordinator, 
Lebogang Khesa on africa@wccsworldwide.org. 

Lebogang Khesa
Africa Regional Coordinator

EUROPE

The European Region is gett ing ready and excited for the upcoming 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) in Brisbane, Australia. Most of the 
delegat ions have already elected who will represent their 
university at AGM.

I am very happy to share that this year, the European Region will 
at tend with two new chapters: the London South Bank University 
and the Zurich University. It  is really uplift ing seeing our region 
grow! 

In addit ion to these new delegat ions, the Barcelona College of 
Chiropract ic (BCC) chapter will be returning to AGM. Many 
act ivit ies took place at their school to increase awareness of the 
WCCS among their students and even after missing the AGM in 
South Africa, they will send 3 delegates to represent in Australia! 

Chiroprakt ik Akademie (CPA) has been through some difficult ies in 
creat ing a chapter, but after missing the last AGM, two delegates 
will be attending this year in hopes their part icipat ion will give 
more awareness and desire for WCCS part icipat ion at their school.  

Regarding AGM, University of Southern Denmark (SDU) and 
Welsh Inst itute of Chiropract ic (WIOC) are working together on a 
proposal that will be presented in Brisbane.

The European Region has been discussing the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) Act ion Campaign and some of them 
have already started to plan act ions to increase the awareness of 
this project. The Madrid College of Chiropract ic (MCC) chapter is 
organising debates on this topic among the students at their 
campus; the Anglo European Chiropract ic College (AECC) chapter 
organized a blood drive and part icipated in a swim athlon 
support ing people with cancers, while the Inst itut  Franco 
Européen de Chiroprat ique (IFEC) chapter started a campaign at 
their university in Paris to raise awareness concerning being 
responsible in a consuming society.

I am really looking forward to attend the SDG Act ions Fest ival in 
Bonn this May, in order to get more ideas to share with all the 
chapters!Jakob Dersch and his team at SDU are working on the 

2019 Regional Event that will take place in Odense, Denmark, from 
November 29th t ill December 1st. You are more than welcome to 
join the Facebook page of the event in order to get more 
information. More details regarding speakers will be announced 
soon!

Sara Presazzi
European Regional Coordinator

WESTERN PACIFIC

After a long summer break for most of the WestPac region we are 
all back to school with a renewed passion for chiropract ic and the 
WCCS. 

The Western Pacific chapters all started the year off with various 
orientat ion day act ivit ies. The orientat ion day events were all very 
successful in recruit ing new members to all of the chapters.

Many of the chapters have cont inued their fundraising efforts with 
Murdoch host ing a sausage sizzle, CQU selling calendars designed 
by chapter chair Lauren, Macquarie organising bulk medical kit  
orders, NZCC selling merchandise and RMIT launching their 
?Healthy you? hamper raffle.

Work on the 2020 regional event has begun, with convener Ash 
and the Murdoch team in the early stages of planning what looks to 
be an amazing event.

The 2019 AGM convening team is also hard at work with the 
countdown on t ill the big event. With many excit ing things planned 
for the 2019 AGM we all look forward to seeing you in Brisbane!

Clare Halpin
Western Pacific Regional Coordinator
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REPORT: AMERICAS  
REGIONAL EVENT 2019

@ LOGAN UNIVERSITY, M ISSOURI, UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA

 The WCCS 2019 America?s Regional Event took place at Logan University on March 1st-3rd. Logan University is located just outside of St. 
Louis, Missouri. There were approximately 60 attendees at the event from 7 schools. The schools represented were Life University, Life 
West, Logan University, Palmer Davenport, Palmer Florida, Parker, and Southern California University. The list  of speakers consisted of: 

 Dr. Ricardo Fujikawa M.D. D.C 
Dr. Aram Gomez Mendoza D.C. 
Dr. Norman Kettner D.C., D.A.C.B.R., F.I.C.C. 
Dr. Meadow Campbell PhD 
Dr. Patrick Montgomery D.C., M.S., F.A.S.A., F.I.C.C. 
Dr. Ralph Filson D.C. 
Dr. Devon Ackroyd D.C., C.S. 
Dr. Edgar Everett  D.C. 
Dr. Carlos Ayres D.C. 
Dr. Anthony Miller D.C. 

In between these speakers we had a group act ivity which was inspired by a group act ivity that had been done previously at the 2018 AGM 
event in South Africa. Students were broken up into groups and assigned a country. Each group had to come up with ideas on how they 
could negot iate with another group on how they could assist  one another to spread and progress chiropract ic to other areas of the world.  
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A speaker panel that consisted of Dr. Norman Kettner, Dr. Meadow Campbell, and Dr. Patrick Montgomery gave a chance for students to 
ask them about the panels own experiences or research. 

The America?s Regional Coordinators Dafne Perez and Samantha Jordan gave an update and opened up the floor to any feedback/ ideas 
from students for the Sustainable Development Goals.  

For our port ion of community service students crafted and decorated cards to be delivered to a local nursing home. 

Social events that?s occurred were the billet  night which students signed up with a club/organizat ion and were hosted a dinner. The other 
was a social night out at one of the more popular attract ions in Chesterfield, Missouri. Top Golf is a venue that many Logan students 
frequent to pract ice their golfing skills. The attendees for the Regional Event got to enjoy a night of golfing along with their dinner and 
drinks.  

Tiffany Huang 

WCCS Americas Regional Event 2019  - Convener



8

REPORT: WCCS @ NCLC: 
NATIONAL CHIROPRACTIC 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
(WASHINGTON, US) 

AGM UPDATE

We are now three months away 
from AGM, and the team is firing on 
all cylinders. We are really excited 
for everyone to see what we have 
been working towards these last 
two years. We have focused on the 
feedback received in previous years 
and have tried to build on the 
successes of past AGM?s, as well as 
bring a dist inct ly Australian (& New 
Zealand) flavour. 

We have an excit ing range of events 
organised, cultural entertainment, 
animal encounters, exploring the 
excit ing Brisbane night life, and 
sightseeing; even the Gala is going 
to be held somewhere that has 
never been done at an AGM before, 
giving all at tendees a view of 
Brisbane on the Brisbane river! We 
have an excit ing line up of speakers 
present ing on a range of topics to 
the students!

Room allocat ion and other 
important information will be 
released once registrat ion is 
finished, and judging by current 
numbers, this is going to be a big 
one! Look forward to seeing you all 
there!

Joshua Steen
 2019 AGM Convenor

Over 400 American students had the opportunity to lobby on behalf of chiropract ic in the 
Capitol Hill, Washington, D.C. ? home to the Senate, State Representat ives,  and Supreme 
Court of the United States. Students and doctors visited with members of Congress 
advocat ing for chiropract ic care and general health. The issue briefs discussed in Congress 
were: 

 

Expansion of Medicare Coverage: 

Medicare is a nat ional health insurance program for 65 years-old and older. Since 1970, 
Medicare restricts doctors of chiropract ic (DCs) to providing a single service ? manual spinal 
manipulat ion. Also, Medicare mandates that DCs perform a thorough examinat ion, even 
though it  does not pay for any exam consultat ion, imaging and other services that are within 
our scope of pract ice in the country. This policy, unfortunately, causes beneficiaries to 
experience expenses, delays, and inconveniences in obtain needed services.
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TRICARE Inclusion of Chiropract ic Coverage:

Tricareis a health care program of the Department of Defense Military Health System. The services provided by a doctor of chiropract ic 
have been labeled as a required health benefit  for act ive duty members from the Department of Defense since 2000. Veterans however, 
once out of the Service, lose all required health benefits.We were advocat ing to make sure our Veterans have the same health benefit  
coverages inact ive as they would if they were act ive members. 

 

This yearly conference is put together by the ACA (American Chiropract ic Associat ion) and SACA (Student Chiropract ic Associat ion). 
There were over 14 schools attending this event, and 4 of them are part  of the WCCS: Logan University, Parker University, Southern 
California University of Health Sciences, and Palmer Davenport. 

Kemmy Rit ter

WCCS Secretary 
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Following this meeting, the WCCS delegat ion split  into two parts. Nerina and Naomi attended the Internat ional Chiropract ic Regulat ion 
Society and Fraser and Kemmy attended the FICS Assembly and Conference. The ICRS Forum was filled with an excit ing line-up of 
presentat ions from different professionals contribut ing to the ICRS. With the focus on examinat ions, Dr Daniel Côté from the Internat ional 
Board of Chiropract ic Examiners (IBCE) presented on Pre and Post Licensure Examinat ions Around the World. Mrs Gemma Beierback and 
Mrs Brenda Hendrickson from the Canadian Chiropract ic Examining Board presented on Canadian Chiropract ic Examinat ions.

Dr Wong Yi Kai, President of the Associat ion of Chiropract ic Malaysia shared the Challenges of New Legislat ion they are facing.

In terms of accreditat ion Dr Lynn Shaw, Chair of the Council on Chiropract ic Educat ion Canada gave insight on accreditat ion in Canada, 
whereafter Dr Jean Moss, President of the Councils on Chiropract ic Educat ion Internat ional shared valuable perspect ives whether or not 
Accreditat ion Guarantee Educat ional Equivalence.

Looking at regulat ion specifically, Dr Peter Garbutt , President of the Fédérat ion Internat ionale de Chiroprat ique du Sport, addressed the 
room on Regulatory Issues Relat ing to Treat ing Athletes, as well as Mr Nick Jones, Chief Execut ive and Registrar who presented on the 
United Kingdom?s General Chiropract ic Council.

REPORT: WCCS 
@BERLIN 2019

In mid-March, four of the WCCS Directors made their way to the WFC/ECU Biennial Conference in Berlin for what was a historic event. 
Arriving a few days early; Naomi, Fraser, Kemmy and Nerina observed the Members Assembly for two days, which was made up of 
representat ives from chiropract ic associat ions all over the world. In this meeting, associat ions discussed different issues the profession is 
facing in their respect ive countries. With a diverse range of issues ranging from legislat ion, and regulat ion to polit ical enquiries, it  gave the 
WCCS delegat ion the perspect ive required in order to further grasp the global posit ion of the chiropract ic profession.The Members 
Assembly also featured panel discussions along with special interest group hearings such as the ECU, FICS, Global Spine Network, the 
WHO and of course; the WCCS as presented by Fraser McClymont and Kemmy Rit ter on ?The youth of the profession, by the youth of the 
profession?. The presentat ion was focussed on our act ivit ies within the WCCS, and also discussed the youths perspect ive on the 
chiropract ic profession. The presentat ion was very well received by the nat ional associat ions in the room. We would like to thank the WFC 
and Secretary General Dr. Richard Brown in part icular, for providing the WCCS with this opportunity to present the student perspect ive. 
The WFC also presented its Strategic Plan moving forward along with a teaser for the next Congress for Japan in 2021, which you can find 
here. https://www.wfc.org/website/ index.php?option=com_content&view=art icle&id=418&Itemid=91&lang=en

https://www.wfc.org/website/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=418&Itemid=91&lang=en
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The WCCS was privileged to have Naomi and Nerina invited to present on chiropract ic students? view on internat ional regulat ion. Their 
presentat ion was very well received and students? point of view appreciated. Mrs Donna Cohen, Execut ive Director of the ICRS, said we 
are changing the way they think, which she said, we should take as a great compliment. With the help of our wonderful WCCS Internat ional 
Mobility Committee (IMC), which is led by Victoria Clare (NZCC), we had put together a presentat ion based on the data analysed from the 
IMC Survey that was sent to WCCS chapters, fellow students and recent ly graduated alumni in 2016, with a total of 1019 responses. The 
survey covered basic quest ions related to gender, age, the regions where our members are studying, as well as with what degree they 
graduate. Furthermore, the survey revealed that the six most common challenges our alumni pract icing abroad had to face included 
licensing and/or accreditat ion, visa requirements, board examinat ions, lack of information, finances and addit ional studies. According to 
the survey outcome, Europe is the most popular place to pract ice when looking at opt ions abroad. Another great new init iat ive that IMC 
started with this term, is creat ing information packages with regards to landscape, requirements, evaluat ions, fees, and visa information on 
pract icing in different countries, and an example of one of these packages were shown.

And last but definitely not the least, the forum was closed with an interact ive session on recent issues raised by media coverage, its 
complicat ions and what we can learn from it .

Throughout the FICS seminar Fraser and Kemmy were lucky enough to be able to meet up with the FICS Student Representat ives Andy 
Strachan and Kayla Alvarez to discuss potent ial FICS-WCCS relat ionships into the future. The WCCS is looking forward to building this 
relat ionship moving forward, and that being said, we are looking forward to the possibility that a FICS student representat ive may join us in 
Brisbane! In the evening the official welcome recept ion took place. The majority of the 900 congress attendees were there, which made 
this was was a great opportunity to meet with new and old friends. We also took this opportunity to invite all student attendees to the bar 
for a casual welcome beverage to informally discuss student priorit ies.

On the Thursday the official WFC/ECU Congress kicked into full-swing with a variety of speakers. For the WCCS, this represented a good 
opportunity to connect not only with student attendees, but it  was also a great opportunity to connect with WCCS-Alumni and 
organisat ions to gain opportunit ies for our members moving forward. The conference itself was attended by researchers, educators, 
clinicians and students alike. This provided the opportunity to not only expand on professional skills in pract ice and in research literacy, but 
also to learn about focussing on empathy based approach to pract ice and communicat ion. The event also had an interact ive panel 
discussion on a variety of ?hot? topics in Chiropract ic including ?Through the looking glass: How do we create a sustainable future for 
Chiropract ic?, ?Are X-Rays st ill the standard of care in chiropract ic? and ?Moving Targets: global perspect ives on chiropract ic?s core 
purpose?. All of these panel discussions provided to be very engaging and provided st imulat ing discourse in these areas. These 
conversat ions cont inued into the breaks, with many chiropractors cont inuing the topics with their colleagues in a professional, engaging 
manner. We were also privileged to see one of our own WCCSers, Adrian Aymon, present on his research ?The impact of a plyometric 
program on spinal manipulat ion among chiropract ic students? and we hope to see more WCCSers take to the podium in the future. From 
the comments overheard, the event was a hit  for everyone who has attended, and we encourage our members to get themselves to Tokyo 
in 2021!
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